
Introducing : A venue with the X-FACTOR!
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Making History    13

The Prime Minister, the Rt Hon Boris 
Johnson MP, o�cially opened the new 
Conference & Exhibition Centre on 
March 19, 2022, on the second and �nal 
day of the Conservative Party Spring 
Conference. He unveiled a plaque which 
is now sited in the foyer area. It was the 
�rst time that the Conservative Party had 
held a conference in Blackpool since 
2007 and marked a welcome return of 
major party political conferences to the 
resort, which has hosted numerous  
Prime Ministers down the years.

4
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Existing Conference centre 2
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Existing Conference centre 2
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Why Blackpool
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Top, the planned new town centre civil service hub, bottom, the planned new £300m Blackpool Central development

Blackpool Makes It Work    25
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Simply download the PayByPhone app 
& park in 3 simple steps!
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Access  
All Areas
There’s a warm welcome for 
everyone in Blackpool.

We pride ourselves on being one of the 
most accessible towns in the country, 
whether visitors have physical, sensory, 
mental health or learning di�culties. 

Everyone’s needs are di�erent, which 
is why we work very closely with 
AccessAble to provide detailed, accurate 
information. 

There are Access Guides available for 
hundreds of venues including The 
Blackpool Tower, Madame Tussauds, 
Pleasure Beach, the Comedy Carpet, 
and the Winter Gardens so that anyone 
visiting the resort can �nd out in advance 
if a setting is going to be easy to navigate 
and enjoy.

The guides are available via both the 
AccessAble and VisitBlackpool websites 
as well as AccessAble’s free iOS and 
Android Apps. 

They include photographs and maps 
and detail such things as ease of access 

from outside, lifts and lighting, change 
in levels, car parking spaces, accessible 
toilets and changing facilities as well as 
the availability of devices such as hearing 
loops. 

Trained surveyors check out every single 
location in person and the information 
provided is decided by the AccessAble 
user community ensuring everyone can 
make informed decisions.

AccessAble aims to help people with a 
wide range of accessibility requirements 
including visual and mobility 
impairments, autism, mental health issues 
and long-term health conditions. 

The guides are also designed to help 
others with access needs, such as parents 
with prams or the elderly needing to 
know more about walking distances or 
areas to rest.

To �nd out more, go to accessable.co.uk 
or visitblackpool.com

40   meetblackpool.com



Home from home

We want everyone to enjoy their 
time in the resort. That’s why many 
establishments in our accommodation 
sector take part in the National Accessible 
Scheme enabling a comfortable stay for 
guests with hearing, visual or mobility 
needs.

These places are full of extra touches 
to ensure a trouble-free holiday. These 
might include handrails, ramps, and 
step-free entrances (ideal for wheelchairs, 
walking frames and buggies), level access 
showers and colour contrasts in the 
bathrooms. 

Members of sta� may have attended a 
disability awareness course and have 
additional knowledge that may be of 
bene�t to guests. 

When you see one of the appropriate 
National Accessible Scheme logos you 
can be sure the accommodation and 

the core facilities have been thoroughly 
assessed against demanding criteria.

Further information can be found on the 
VisitEngland website. 

 
Visiting the Conference  
& Exhibition Centre

The Conference & Exhibition Centre 
o�ers every delegate a safe, welcoming, 
and enjoyable visit. 

Accessible parking spaces are located on 
several car parks within a short distance 
of the venue.

The Conference & Exhibition Centre 
provides �at level access throughout 
with motion-controlled doors. The 
lower ground �oor and Circle Level are 
accessible via lifts with accessible toilets 
and changing facilities in a variety of 
con�gurations including with hoist on 
each �oor of the venue.

The main spaces within both the Foyer 
Level and Circle Level bene�t from a 
hearing loop system and feature no �xed 
seating, therefore wheelchair spaces can 
be positioned throughout each venue. 

The Conference & Exhibition team are on 
hand throughout should any assistance 
or further guidance be required to ensure 
you make the most of your time at 
Winter Gardens Blackpool. 

Access All Areas   41
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Spring, Summer, Autumn, 
Winter … whatever the season, 
�%�O�D�F�N�S�R�R�O���R�•�H�U�V���D�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\��
�S�D�F�N�H�G�����I�X�Q���4�O�O�H�G���D�O�O���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U��
escape.

�6�S�U�L�Q�J���V�\�P�E�R�O�L�V�H�V���I�U�H�V�K��
�E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���Z�H���Y�H���O�R�W�V��
of things to look forward to 
�G�X�U�L�Q�J���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���K�D�O�I���W�H�U�P��
and Easter such as the return 
�R�I���3�O�H�D�V�X�U�H���%�H�D�F�K�����:�2�:����
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If you are planning a conference in Blackpool, we can work with you to provi de an exclusive discount on 
tram and bus tickets. This will allow your delegates to use any Blackpool Tra nsport bus or tram service 
while they are in the town for a conference. We can offer discounted bulk purc hases for you to distribute,
or we can sell discounted tickets directly via our mobile app.

Additionally, if you are considering the logistics of 
transport between different locations, let us look 
after your delegates once they arrive. We can arrange 
pick up and drop offs from any location with our 
conference shuttle services. Giving you peace of mind 
that they will conveniently be transported between 
their hotels and the conference venue, helping your 
event run smoothly.

Blackpool Transport want to talk to any conference 
organisers who are planning events in Blackpool. 
Whether you’d like to discuss the opportunity to 
provide a dedicated shuttle service as part of your 
conference offer or be able to offer discounted tickets 
as an additional extra, our team want to help.

Contact us for more information: 
E: shane.grindey@blackpooltransport.com
T: 01253 473001 
W: blackpooltransport.com
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Blackpool sits right in the middle of the 
UK, situated on the North West coast of 
England. The resort is no further than a 
three-hour commute from most major 
cities in the UK.                  

Whatever your choice of transport, train, 
car, or plane, getting here couldn’t be 
easier. In fact it’s far easier now than it’s 
ever been.  Major works on the main 
train line, including the electri�cation of 
the line between Preston and Blackpool, 
have now been completed and are 
fully operational.  The new line allows 
Blackpool to welcome direct trains into 
North Station from all major destinations 
from across the UK.  To further enhance 
your travel, the resort tramway has 
been extended from the Promenade 
up to a new integrated transport hub 
opposite North station allowing direct 
connectivity while in resort - a real door-
to-door service. The tram extension and 
interchange is due to open during 2022.

Train
The new electri�ed train line is now 
fully open and operational which has 
greatly improved travel times from across 
the country into Blackpool North.  The 
ease and accessibility of Blackpool to 
the business traveller has been further 

enhanced with a new direct London to 
Blackpool Avanti West Coast train service 
from London Euston. Direct trains now 
travel straight into Blackpool North - 
travel times are approximately 2.45hrs. 
The resort is also connected through 
the main train network to all other major 
towns and cities. 

For more information and a full 
timetable go to thetrainline.com  
 
Car
Blackpool remains easily accessible by 
car. The M6 motorway runs directly from 
the M1 and links Blackpool via the M55 
to the main motorway network.  Driving 
into Blackpool couldn’t be simpler - 
follow the M55 right into the heart of the 
town centre and the resort’s largest car 
park.  This and our nearby town centre 
car parks o�er a safe and welcoming 
place to park while in Blackpool. For 
further information and for details of how 
you can pre-book your parking space 
visit visitblackpool.com/plan-your-trip/
getting-around/by-car 
 
Fly
Situated on the Fylde Coast (just 2.5 miles 
from the town centre) and owned by 
Blackpool Council, Blackpool Airport was 

one of the �rst aviation sites in the UK. With 
a history dating back to 1909, all the resort’s 
attractions including the Winter Gardens, 
The Blackpool Tower, Illuminations, 
Promenade, Zoo and Pleasure Beach are 
on its doorstep.

This is a new and exciting era for the 
airport. It is open for general aviation and 
can o�er circuits, instrument training, night 
�ying, aircraft parking, refuelling and a 
new lounge and �ight brie�ng facility. The 
airport still welcomes a range of private 
aircraft and is open all year round.  

For our guests looking for commercial 
�ights, the nearest airport is Manchester, 
accessible by direct train. The airport 
welcomes �ights from over 200 
destinations. 

For more information go to 
blackpoolairport.com or, telephone 
Operations on 01253 472 525  
 
Coach and group travel
Modern coaches are superbly equipped 
o�ering luxury, comfort, high quality and 
value for money.  National Express and 
other scheduled coach operators travel to 
and from the resort all year round. 

For more information go to 
nationalexpress.co.uk or call 08717 818 181

Blackpool – Getting Here Is So Easy
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Blackpool has welcomed group and 
coach travellers into the resort for 
many years. The group travel market 
is an integral part of our o�er and an 
area of business we value highly. 

Whether you are visiting for just a day or 
making the most of the resort by staying 
longer, our team can assist in building 
and developing the perfect package for 
your group or tour.

If you’re planning a short break, a tour 
programme or visiting for a day, you will 
�nd a wealth of exciting events, thrilling 
attractions and lots of activities to keep 
everybody occupied.

Blackpool has a high regard for the 
coach and group industry and the 
valuable business it brings into resort.  
We know that by working together we 
can help you make the most of your 
time in Blackpool and the surrounding 
areas. Not only can we help with 
itinerary suggestions, but we can also 
help negotiate group travel rates at a 
number of theatres and attractions.

Lancashire is a region full of charm, 
character and history and Blackpool 
forms the perfect base for exploring a 
wealth of activities. If you’re looking 

for a rural o�er and a day trip outside 
Blackpool, there’s nowhere more 
beautiful than the Lake District National 
Park.

Blackpool has earned a reputation as a 
friendly, value-for-money destination, 
well placed to accommodate groups 
of any size. Below you can �nd some 
suggestions of what to see and do 
whatever the groups’ interest. 
 
Heritage Tours

Come with us, step back in time 
and enjoy guided tours of two great 
Blackpool heritage sites – The Winter 
Gardens with its sparkling entertainment 
history and architectural beauty and 
Stanley Park with its blend of landscape 
design, historical buildings, and stunning 
gardens. Be engaged, enthralled, and 
entertained by our expert, fully-trained 
and knowledgeable guides.

 
School Groups
School groups can take advantage 
of special education ticket o�ers at 
Blackpool Zoo, The Blackpool Tower, 
Sandcastle Waterpark and Blackpool 
Pleasure Beach. All these great 
attractions o�er presentations tailored 

to the required key stages and subject 
requirements. 
 
Illuminations Tours
No group travelling to Blackpool in 
the autumn could miss the unique 
experience of Blackpool Illuminations. 
Coach operators can book specialist 
Blackpool Illumination guides for their 
passengers. 

Contact Steven Deakin on  
01253 478225 for more information

 
Guides and Tickets
For information on group discounts and 
rates at the various attractions, you can 
call the Tourist Information Centre on 
01253 478222 or email  
groups@visitblackpool.com 

Tour Guides can be booked by 
contacting the Tourist Information 
Centre on 01253 478222. 

Private tours are also bookable subject 
to dates and availability.

The Ideal Destination For Groups And Coach Travel

Group And Coach Travel    49
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Finding a good hotel in Blackpool can be a real hassle, 
there are thousands! Let Blackpool Promotions, 
the UK’s largest operator in the resort, take away 
the stress. 

We have hotels in prime spots both in the centre of Blackpool 
�H�U�K���V�]�L�Y�S�V�V�R�P�U�N���[�O�L���0�Y�P�Z�O���:�L�H�����H�S�S���V�H�L�Y�P�U�N���L�_�J�L�S�S�L�U�[���Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L�����[�V�W��
food and top-class entertainment. It’s no wonder over 100,000 
people each year choose Blackpool Promotions as their go-to 
holiday operator. 

The Royal Seabank Hotel  is a lively hotel, especially on a warm 
summer’s day with many patrons sitting outside on the seafront 
decking and cafe area watching the world go by whilst enjoying 
an ice cold drink. Boasting 120 bedrooms many of which have 
�I�L�L�U���Y�L�J�L�U�[�S�`���Y�L�M�\�Y�I�P�Z�O�L�K�����N�Y�L�H�[���L�U�[�L�Y�[�H�P�U�T�L�U�[���H�U�K���L�_�J�L�S�S�L�U�[��
�Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L�����[�O�L���O�V�[�L�S���P�Z���H�S�Z�V���O�V�T�L���[�V���H���:�[�H�Y�I�\�J�R�Z���J�V�H�L�L���Z�O�V�W��

The Royal Boston  on Queens’s Promenade is tastefully 
decorated throughout with newly-refurbished cabaret lounge, 
the perfect setting for brilliant shows featuring some of the UK’s 
�Ä�U�L�Z�[���W�L�Y�M�V�Y�T�L�Y�Z���W�S�\�Z���[�O�L���Y�L�Z�P�K�L�U�[���Z�O�V�^���[�L�H�T����

Close by is The Doric Hotel , TripAdvisor’s Family Hotel Of The 
Year in 2019. This hotel comes highly recommended and features 
wonderful leisure facilities with both indoor and outdoor pools. 

Located on Queens Promenade and boasting 103 en-suite 
bedrooms - The Park House Hotel  is a family favourite due 
�[�V���[�O�L���^�V�U�K�L�Y�M�\�S���S�V�J�H�[�P�V�U���H�U�K���N�Y�L�H�[���Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L���V�H�L�Y�L�K�����(�Z���^�L�S�S���H�Z��
providing live entertainment nightly, the hotel features a superb 
standalone function suite able to cater for most events. 

�;�O�L�Y�L���H�Y�L���T�H�U�`���T�V�Y�L���O�V�[�L�S�Z���V�H�L�Y�L�K���I�`���)�S�H�J�R�W�V�V�S���7�Y�V�T�V�[�P�V�U�Z���Z�V��
�Y�L�Z�[���H�Z�Z�\�Y�L�K���`�V�\���H�Y�L���P�U���Z�H�M�L���O�H�U�K�Z���P�M���`�V�\�»�Y�L���S�V�V�R�P�U�N���M�V�Y���L�_�J�L�S�S�L�U�[��
standard accommodation in Blackpool. 

�)�S�H�J�R�W�V�V�S���7�Y�V�T�V�[�P�V�U�Z���H�S�Z�V���V�H�L�Y�Z���U�H�[�P�V�U�^�P�K�L���Y�L�[�\�Y�U���[�Y�H�]�L�S���V�W�[�P�V�U�Z��
�^�P�[�O���S�\�_�\�Y�`���J�V�H�J�O���[�Y�H�]�L�S���H�U�K���Y�H�P�S���W�H�J�R�H�N�L�Z���H�]�H�P�S�H�I�S�L���M�Y�V�T���H���Y�H�U�N�L��
of departure points. 

BLACKPOOL 
PROMOTIONS 
PORTFOLIO 
OF HOTELS

T: 0800 804 4444 
E: hello@blackpoolpromotions.com
W: blackpoolpromotions.com



Hampton By Hilton

Located in Blackpool’s South Shore just a 10 minute walk from the 
Pleasure Beach and Sandcastle Water Park, with stunning views over 
the Irish Sea.

Our 130 modern bedrooms come with high speed internet and Digital 
Key option, Bar and Lounge facilities that are open 24 Hours a day and 
Free Breakfast each morning as standard.

595-601 New South Promenade, FY4 1NG     T: 01253 922 540

reservations@hbhblackpool.com     W: hamptonblackpool.hamptonbyhilton.com

NEW FOR 2023Additional 74 Bedrooms

Meeting Space 

Modernised Fitness Centre

Enhanced Dining Area

�H�U�K���V�]�L�Y�S�V�V�R�P�U�N���[�O�L���0�Y�P�Z�O���:�L�H�����H�S�S���V�H�L�Y�P�U�N���L�_�J�L�S�S�L�U�[���Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L�����[�V�W��

�I�L�L�U���Y�L�J�L�U�[�S�`���Y�L�M�\�Y�I�P�Z�O�L�K�����N�Y�L�H�[���L�U�[�L�Y�[�H�P�U�T�L�U�[���H�U�K���L�_�J�L�S�S�L�U�[��
�Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L�����[�O�L���O�V�[�L�S���P�Z���H�S�Z�V���O�V�T�L���[�V���H���:�[�H�Y�I�\�J�R�Z���J�V�H�L�L���Z�O�V�W��

�Ä�U�L�Z�[���W�L�Y�M�V�Y�T�L�Y�Z���W�S�\�Z���[�O�L���Y�L�Z�P�K�L�U�[���Z�O�V�^���[�L�H�T����

�[�V���[�O�L���^�V�U�K�L�Y�M�\�S���S�V�J�H�[�P�V�U���H�U�K���N�Y�L�H�[���Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L���V�H�L�Y�L�K�����(�Z���^�L�S�S���H�Z��

�;�O�L�Y�L���H�Y�L���T�H�U�`���T�V�Y�L���O�V�[�L�S�Z���V�H�L�Y�L�K���I�`���)�S�H�J�R�W�V�V�S���7�Y�V�T�V�[�P�V�U�Z���Z�V��
�Y�L�Z�[���H�Z�Z�\�Y�L�K���`�V�\���H�Y�L���P�U���Z�H�M�L���O�H�U�K�Z���P�M���`�V�\�»�Y�L���S�V�V�R�P�U�N���M�V�Y���L�_�J�L�S�S�L�U�[��

�)�S�H�J�R�W�V�V�S���7�Y�V�T�V�[�P�V�U�Z���H�S�Z�V���V�H�L�Y�Z���U�H�[�P�V�U�^�P�K�L���Y�L�[�\�Y�U���[�Y�H�]�L�S���V�W�[�P�V�U�Z��
�^�P�[�O���S�\�_�\�Y�`���J�V�H�J�O���[�Y�H�]�L�S���H�U�K���Y�H�P�S���W�H�J�R�H�N�L�Z���H�]�H�P�S�H�I�S�L���M�Y�V�T���H���Y�H�U�N�L��
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* Free WiFi is standard unless otherwise stated.
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* Free WiFi is standard unless otherwise stated.
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* Free WiFi is standard unless otherwise stated.
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* Free WiFi is standard unless otherwise stated.
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* Free WiFi is standard unless otherwise stated.
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* Free WiFi is standard unless otherwise stated.
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